
TAC Meeting Notes 
February 8, 2005 
6:00 p.m. 
 
 
Present:  Dwight Baker; Andy Bennett; John Coney; Ray Day, Jr.; Dave Elliott; John Jensen; 
Sandy Paul-Lyle; Holly Plackett; Anirudh Sahni; Claire Schary; Mike Taylor 
 
Excused: Hans Brandal; Dick Burkhart 
 
Staff: David Hull, Metro Transit Planner; Victor Obeso, Supervisor, Metro Transit Planning; Pat 
Cleary, Senior Community Relations Planner; Barbara de Michele, Community Relations 
Planner 
 
Guests: none 
 
Sandy Paul-Lyle called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Waterborne Transit Study 
Hull and Obeso gave an overview of the Waterborne Transit Study, including public outreach 
and the role of the Transit Advisory Committee.  Metro staff and a consulting firm, IBI, will be 
working on this study through June.  Stakeholder meetings will be held in March and May.  The 
TAC will be working with staff to produce a joint policy recommendation, which is due on June 
30, 2005. 
 
Advisory Letters 
TAC edited letters addressed to State Senator Mary Margaret Haugen, chair of the Senate 
Transportation Committee; Representative Ed Murray, Chair of the House Transportation 
Committee; Dwight Pelz, King County Councilmember and member of the Regional 
Transportation Investment District executive board; and Julia Patterson, King County 
Councilmember and member of the RTID executive board. (See attached for final wording) 
 
Adjournment 
Paul-Lyle adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
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February 10, 2005 
     
The Honorable Mary Margaret Haugen, Chair 
Senate Transportation Committee 
P.O. Box 40410 
Olympia, WA 98504-0410 
 
Dear Senator Haugen, 
 
The King County Transit Advisory Committee (TAC) encourages legislators to take up 
the much needed changes to the existing Regional Transportation Investment District 
(RTID) legislation, thus making the approval of an RTID more likely.  We are committed 
to improving transportation and mobility in our region and believe that these goals can 
be achieved through improved RTID legislation. 
 
The TAC, which is comprised of Metro bus riders, is charged with advising King County 
Metro Transit, the King County Council, the King County Executive, and other 
government agencies regarding transit issues within King County. 
 
The success of RTID in King, Pierce, and Snohomish Counties depends on the 
inclusion (in round one of the funding) of one or more major transit elements within King 
County. We support adding high capacity transit planning, commuter rail, bus rapid 
transit and transit operation funding to the RTID ballot item. Alternative revenue options 
for counties and RTIDs will be needed in the future to maintain our transportation 
infrastructure.  The RTID legislation must allow a higher level of transit capital 
investment, to include high capacity mass transit, and to allow for appropriate bus 
operation revenue mechanisms to ensure success on the ballot.  
 
Metro users understand that the best way to improve transit's share of trips in King 
County is to make steady progress on major road projects, as well as mass transit and 
other alternative modes of transportation.  We support new RTID legislation as a vital 
first step in the creation of a balanced transportation infrastructure that serves the needs 
of the Puget Sound region. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Sandy Paul-Lyle, Chair 
King County Transit Advisory Committee 
 
Cc: Chair, Regional Transit Committee, King County Council 
 Councilmember Dwight Pelz, Chair, Transportation Committee, King County Council 
 Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT) 
 Mary Peterson, Deputy Director, DOT 
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 Ron Posthuma, Assistant Director, DOT 

Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT 
 Jim Jacobson, Deputy General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT 
 
 
February 10, 2005 
 
The Honorable Ed Murray, Chair 
House Transportation Committee 
203 John L. O'Brien Building 
PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
 
Dear Representative Murray: 
 
The King County Transit Advisory Committee (TAC) encourages legislators to take up 
the much needed changes to the existing Regional Transportation Investment District 
(RTID) legislation, thus making the approval of an RTID more likely.  We are committed 
to improving transportation and mobility in our region and believe that these goals can 
be achieved through improved RTID legislation. 
 
The TAC, which is comprised of Metro bus riders, is charged with advising King County 
Metro Transit, the King County Council, the King County Executive, and other 
government agencies regarding transit issues within King County. 
 
The success of RTID in King, Pierce, and Snohomish Counties depends on the 
inclusion (in round one of the funding) of one or more major transit elements within King 
County. We support adding high capacity transit planning, commuter rail, bus rapid 
transit and transit operation funding to the RTID ballot item. Alternative revenue options 
for counties and RTIDs will be needed in the future to maintain our transportation 
infrastructure.  The RTID legislation must allow a higher level of transit capital 
investment, to include high capacity mass transit, and to allow for appropriate bus 
operation revenue mechanisms to ensure success on the ballot.  
 
Metro users understand that the best way to improve transit's share of trips in King 
County is to make steady progress on major road projects, as well as mass transit and 
other alternative modes of transportation.  We support new RTID legislation as a vital 
first step in the creation of a balanced transportation infrastructure that serves the needs 
of the Puget Sound region. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Sandy Paul-Lyle, Chair 
King County Transit Advisory Committee 
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Cc: Chair, Regional Transit Committee, King County Council 
 Councilmember Dwight Pelz, Chair, Transportation Committee, King County Council 
 Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT) 
 Mary Peterson, Deputy Director, DOT 
 Ron Posthuma, Assistant Director, DOT 

Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT 
 Jim Jacobson, Deputy General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT 
 
 
 
February  9, 2005 
 
 
The Honorable Dwight Pelz 
Regional Transportation Investment District Board 
516 Third Avenue, Room 1200 
Seattle, WA  98104-3272 
 
Dear Councilmember Pelz: 
 
As the designated group representing Metro bus riders throughout the King County service area, the 
members of the Transit Advisory Committee (TAC) express our support for a balanced Regional 
Transportation Investment District (RTID) project list that includes necessary road improvements, mass 
transit and bus capital and operation funding.  We understand that this request depends upon the state 
legislature passing new RTID legislation. 
 
TAC supports the following list of major projects for RTID funding, in no priority order: 
• I-405 Congestion Relief and Bus Rapid Transit Project 
• SR-520 Bridge Replacement that includes High Capacity Transit technology 
• SR-509/I-5 Freight and Congestion Relief Project 
• SR-167 corridor improvements 
• Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seattle Seawall Replacement Project 
• Mercer Corridor from SR-99 to I-5 
• King Street Transportation Center 
 
We respect our elected leaders’ emphasis on safety projects.  Thus, we support both the Alaskan Way 
Viaduct/Seattle Seawall Replacement Project and the 520 Bridge replacement project as the top priorities 
for funding in the Puget Sound area. 
 
TAC also strongly supports an RTID ballot package that includes funding for high capacity projects, 
specifically: 
• Light rail to Northgate; 
• Planning for the design of light rail or other grade separated mass transit to Bellevue/Kirkland via the 

I-90 Bridge and the rail connections and interchanges; 
• Completion of the three-county commute rail (heavy rail) right of way and stations; 
• Bus rapid transit elements 
 
Further, it is critical for our region’s future transportation planning that RTID or its successor be retained 
as a regional transit funding prioritization entity.  
 
We encourage you to actively support and lobby on behalf of the needed amendments in the RTID 
legislation that support these additions.  
 
Sincerely, 
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Sandy Paul-Lyle, Chair 
Transit Advisory Committee 
 
 
 
Cc: Chair, Regional Transit Committee, King County Council 
 Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT) 
 Mary Peterson, Deputy Director, DOT 
 Ron Posthuma, Assistant Director, DOT 

Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT 
 Jim Jacobson, Deputy General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT 

 
 
 
February 9, 2005 
 
 
The Honorable Julia Patterson 
Regional Transportation Investment District Board 
516 Third Avenue, Room 1200 
Seattle, WA  98104-3272 
 
Dear Councilmember Patterson: 
 
As the designated group representing Metro bus riders throughout the King County service area, the 
members of the Transit Advisory Committee (TAC) express our support for a balanced Regional 
Transportation Investment District (RTID) project list that includes necessary road improvements, mass 
transit and bus capital and operation funding.  We understand that this request depends upon the state 
legislature passing new RTID legislation. 
 
TAC supports the following list of major projects for RTID funding, in no priority order: 
• I-405 Congestion Relief and Bus Rapid Transit Project 
• SR-520 Bridge Replacement that includes High Capacity Transit technology 
• SR-509/I-5 Freight and Congestion Relief Project 
• SR-167 corridor improvements 
• Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seattle Seawall Replacement Project 
• Mercer Corridor from SR-99 to I-5 
• King Street Transportation Center 
 
We respect our elected leaders’ emphasis on safety projects.  Thus, we support both the Alaskan Way 
Viaduct/Seattle Seawall Replacement Project and the 520 Bridge replacement project as the top priorities 
for funding in the Puget Sound area. 
 
TAC also strongly supports an RTID ballot package that includes funding for high capacity projects, 
specifically: 
• Light rail to Northgate; 
• Planning for the design of light rail or other grade separated mass transit to Bellevue/Kirkland via the 

I-90 Bridge and the rail connections and interchanges; 
• Completion of the three-county commute rail (heavy rail) right of way and stations; 
• Bus rapid transit elements 
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Further, it is critical for our region’s future transportation planning that RTID or its successor be retained 
as a regional transit funding prioritization entity.  
 
We encourage you to actively support and lobby on behalf of the needed amendments in the RTID 
legislation that support these additions.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sandy Paul-Lyle, Chair 
Transit Advisory Committee 
 
 
 
Cc: Chair, Regional Transit Committee, King County Council 
 Councilmember Dwight Pelz, Chair, Transportation Committee, King County Council 
 Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT) 
 Mary Peterson, Deputy Director, DOT 
 Ron Posthuma, Assistant Director, DOT 

Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT 
 Jim Jacobson, Deputy General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT 
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